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He des Pins, the colony was well conducted, and the prisoners
allowed a deal more liberty than the ordinary convicts. It
wasn't very long before they bad a couple of newspapers in
circulation, and they even organized a theatre, which,
naturally enough, was very well patronized.
On the Ducos Peninsula, Louise Michel and Henri
Rochefort were Numbers 1 and 2 prisoners respectively, and
the authorities stood a good deal in awe of them. Louise
Michel devoted her time mainly to caring for the other
deportees. She soon earned the title of *La Bonne Louise,'
used later by her biographers. Happy that her service in an
ambulance corps in the war against the Prussians had given
her a knowledge of "medicine, she acted as doctor and nurse
to the colony. Her training as schoolteacher fitted her to
teach the children of the other prisoners, and in her spare
time she studied botany and the folk lore of the Melanesian
natives—about which she later wrote a book.
Rochefort has some trite remarks regarding the colony in
Ms book of memoirs. 'The English, who are as clever at
colonizing as we are unskilful, occupied New Caledonia for
some time, after its discovery by Captain Cook ; then, having
cut the stumps of the sandal-wood trees—the only valuable
product of the country—they abandoned it to us, knowing
that if they couldn't, get anything out of it, we should
certainly be unable to do so.' (Rochefort could hardly be
expected to know of the immense riches that lay buried under
the barren-looking blue mountains of the mainland).
'The goddess of the island is a horrible variety of bat
called roussette,' he continues (apparently the first time
Rochefort had encountered the flying fox, which is eaten
with such pleasure by the New Caledonians) 'which the
Kanakas regard as a sacred animal. The red hair of these
beasts, plaited like the meshes of human hair seen in coiffeurs'
windows, is used to decorate the necks and shoulders of the
"popinees" of the aristocracy.
' Beyond the fishing, which was rarely productive, our sole
distraction took the form of swimming parties that lasted
from 8 till 12.* One can imagine how the author of In An

